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OVERSEAS MEN WANT WILDERNESS PROTECTION CAPACITY CROWDS TO FILL SKI LODGE 


By Arthur H, Blake °° | With all Clair Tappaan Lodge reservations 
The campaign begun this year by Yedeler taken well in advance. there is every in- 
to promote correspondence and discussion | dication that the official opening of the 
on current and postwar problems of wilde ski season is to be highly successful 
erness protection has brought unexpected | (for those who made their reservations in 
fruit in an increasing number of letters | time, at least). The em#ly snow pack, the. 
from members now overseas in the armed top-notch condition of the Lodge, and 
services. | Jorgy's assurances that everything will 
This unexpected contribution is an add-| run smoothly, all combine to promise a 
ed incentive which should keep us on our | fine holiday period, | 
toes in the continuous struggle to pre- We use the term “official opening" ad. 
serve a few of the glories of these Visedly, mindful of the great ma jority of 
United States. When these veterans of people who de not realize that the ski 
the present war return they must not season is not necessarily limited to the 
feel that we have let them down. Let interval between the two Christian holi- 
the dreams they now enjoy=-of the exhil- | days. This year, for instance, skiing 
arating and healing benefits of great was possible early in November, and vis- 
open spacese-come to no rude awakening’ itors to the Donner Summit region last 
| Job for Many week end stiil found powder on north 


Our effort at home to protect the small > Per atiacsiice oe ee Wea elapsed 

igual ; ; ince the last snowfall, 
remaining wilderness and to repel the in= | ‘ ie Fs Gh 
vasion by reads and by automstive and © | Lop Boast of Sic. Conditions 
aeromotive developments now needs coord~ | Californians can thus take adventage of 
ination as well as acticn by manye Along} one more opportunity for selfecongratu- 
this line, several members have asked us beget oa? end boast to amrone who will lis- 
about writing letters to their congress- |ten of skiing which hot omiy begins ear- 
men, and have asked for a list of mombers | ly but-aiso lasts into May or even June, 
of the House and Senate to whom they may ; It is pieasancer, of course, to forget 
write. Such a list will be published in Pathe occasions (unfortunately plural) on 
the January 8 Xodeler, brougat up to date; which would»be skiers have spent New Year 
for the new Congress which will get under} Day watching rain fall on bare brown 
way at the first of the year. earth. 
| There is now a geod enough pack that-- | 
barring sudden warm rains--chere will be 
|pienty of snow for the students, service 
fotk on leave, Ski Patrol members keeping 
in practice in case of emergency call, and 
vacationing war workers who will throng 
the various Donner Summit resorts, 


Visitors to Tappaan Lodge are urged to 
keep in mind the cooperative nature of 
Lodge operation. With each visitor as- 
Suming a small part of the total house- 
|keeping job, things can be kept running 
|smocthly without placing too great a bur- 
iden on any one individual. 


Road Biil Discussed 


In answer to queries avout the billion» 
and-aehalf Road Bills it will doubtless 
pass the present Congress, It provides 
in its present form that these federal 
funds be matched by state funds in equal 
amount, The Federal Bureau of Roads and 
the State Highway Commissions will have 
a voice in determining the construction 
of these roads. We will give you a re- 
port on the Bill when and as enacted, as 
well as further comment on the extension 
of the road up Kings Canyon above Gedar 
Grove. 
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IT SEEMS TO US 


{{{{ our correspondents aan Ph bet- 
ter editorials than we can, these days. 


From Lt. Lewis F, Clark, USNR (So. Pac.): 


Greetings to the Yodeier and all the _ 
folks of the Club who ave carrying on the 
good work in which we are still interest- 
ed. Recently I reseived the August bi- 
monthly and noted particularly Newton 
Drury's two articles re National Park 
problems and policy, It seems to me the 
Sierra Club faces the greatest challenge 
in its history in defending the National 
Parks and wilderness areas from exploit- 
ation of many sorts by postwar planners, 
who will be thinking of spending money 
rather than preserving the natural recre- 
ational resources. The defenders of the 
Parks must take a positive stand and age 
gressively develop a public sentiment in 
favor of keeping resources that other- 
wise may be destroyed, 


From S/Set Ed Breitwieser (in ine, 


I have just received the June Bulletin. 

I was interested to see that the fight is 
on again to keep our forests free from 
further encroachments. Keep up the good 
work, I hope to be back before too long 
and help in the battle. Several of us 
are already making plans for a mountain 
trip when we return. Prospective mem- 
bers of the party are at present in 
China, Italy, Louisiana. 


counted-<out 4" 


HISTS ‘SPIES OR CENSUS TAKERS ? 


The annual bird census taken by members 
of the Audwbon Society, including many 
Sierrans, last Sunday caused no end of 
worry to San Francisco's volunteer ‘sup- 
er-duper anti-spy sleuths, 

For not only were the strange antics of 
these binoculare and knapsacketoting stu- 
dents of our little feathered friends. 
noted as they peered at tree tops and 
telegraph wires hither, thither, and yon, 
but when they gathered in the waiting 
room at the Bridge erminal to recapitu- 
late their count on their map, the local 
gendarmerie was alerted, 

"“Wetts goint on here?" interrupted The 
Law, in the midst of a check on a bird 
which our operative designated as a Whir- 
ly-tailed Whiffenpoof, When assured that 
jthis was a bird census and that there 
were no bombs in the knapsacks and no see 
cret war data recorded on the maps, the 
guardian of the public beat a strategic 
retreat, muttering sagely, "All that 
trouble about them little sparrers, when 
it's the seagulls and the pigeons that 
Should be taught better manners or else 
~-~AHB 


NATURALIST BESTED BY TINY SNAKE 
(Lt. Milton Hildebrand writes from Texas) 


I am now platoon leader of the weapons 
platoon of a rifle company in the 85th 
i. Late Note that it is now Mountain 
Infantry again. That "Mt." in there 
sounds good and speaks for good intentions. 

This is my third assignment in as many 

monthse First I had a rifle platoon and 
then an ammunition and pioneer platoons 
This was rather fun, and I had a good 
many reasons for thinking of the early 
days at Norden as we erected gin poles, 
used tackle, built bridges, ete. I ree 
member the day at Norden when we left 
one of the heavy "A" frames swinging in 
the wind while we took time out for lunch. 

We are pretty busy here now, but I have 
recently seen Raffi, Dave, Gordon Stimson, 
and Chet Errett, Chet has left our oute 
fit to go to military government. 

You will be amused (more amazed}--Ed. ) 
to hear that I was bitten by a copperhead 
several weeks ago,’ I have handled rat. 
tlers, copperheads, and coral snakes for 
years, and collected many poisonous 
snakes in Salvador--then I got careless 
and let a little 7einch copperhead stick 
me in the finger! Shame} I had my suc- 


{tion kit with me and treated myself at 


jonce. The bite caused me no trouble at 


fall, but the medics almost ({oonb. pe 8) 
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YODELEARS HEAR 


--that Sid Weitz is "Somewhere in New 
Guinea,” and says, "so far as I em con- 
cerned, the beauty and romance of the 
trophies has been greatiy over-advertised. 
Nothing but jungle and swamp with a lib 
eral number of obnoxious insects. I will 
take the Sierra any time!" (We too, Lt. W: 


--that Lt.e Bessie Lawrence writes (from 
France?) "We are working very hard; the 
days aren't long enough, and there isn't 
much time or energy for anything clse. 
I've soen my old outfit, and that was 

like a visit to California. Our hospital 
ig. sort of a ramshackle affair but the pa-« 
tients get along all right. Our living 
quarters are magnificent by contrast--a 
real mansion." 


-«that skiers who formerly patronized 
Venderford's lodge at Donner summit are 
Sad indeed at the news that that estab- 
lishment burned down this fall. 


--of the tremendous success of the play 
recently running at the Theatre Arts 
Colony Theater, "Dark Eyes;" much of the 
SUCCOSS attributable to the excellence 
with which Portia Bradley portrayed the 
part of Olga. | 


No 


““that Marion (Roach) Craig is at pres-~ 
ent at her parents’ home in Berkeley. 

She had left Alaska when her husband was 
sent out on the Aleutians and she could 
not follow, and spent the summer and fall 
in Grass Valley, but expects to be in 
Berkeley for some time now. 


-=that Ansei Adams, currently working 
with Dorothea Lege on a photographic 
assignment for a nationally importent 
Magazine, spent wesuns cays and even- 
ings photographing Market Street crowds 
from the top of his station wagon. It 
4s fortunate that humans cannot be stem- 
peded as were cemera-shy mules on a 5i- 
erra pass one day in 19356} 


-»that Nathan Clark spent about ten days 
at his parents’ home in Alameda early 
this monvns 

«wrthat Dave Stoarns, recently returned 
from the Mediterranean regions, is en- 
joying leave here until carly Januarye 


--from Bernice Bunds that the Anchorage 
Ski Club is active, but missing Frank 
Pauls (naw overseas). They enjoy weeke 
night practice on a floodlighted pract. 
ice hill right in town, where they run 
a 400“foot rope teow, Bundays they make 
the 3ehour trip to Independence Mine if 
snow conditions are not good on some 
nearer slopes. 
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BESTOR ROBINSON WRITES ODYSSEY 
Writing from Paris on November 11, 1.-Cole 
\Bostor Robinson uddvesses many friends) 
| Hello, Yodelereaders! Tho Yodelor 
has been following me around emphasizing 
ithat there are still such things as moun 
‘tains and skiing and friends to be en- 
In top place, next to foturning 
to my fomily, I put the ronowal of the 
friendships made on ski fields and moun- 
tain trails. | 

Randy May, now a captain, dropped into 
the office the other day, looking the 
{Same as evere I haven't secn any other 
iSierra Club manbers latelye 

T have had a very interesting tour of 
\duty with the Army. | 
| first, as chief of Special Forces Sect~ 
ion in the Quartermaster General's Office, 
I had the pleasure of working with Dick 
Leonard, Einar: Nilsson, and Phil von Lube 
ken of the Sierra Club, as well as a 
large group of explorers, scientists and 
mountaineers, developing gadgets (the 
Army dignifics them by the name 'equip~ 
ment') for the groups operating in jun- 
gle, mountain, arctic, desort, amphibi- 
ous and airborne operations. 

Phen to schcol to learn what makes the 
Army tick--QM School at Camp Lee and the 
School of Staff and Command at Leavenworth. 
| Noxt step was to the Eurcpean Theater, 
jwhore I was put in tho Pianning Division. 
| 


i 


After working on plans for D-Day I felt 
iso full of secrots I was afraid to talk 
in my sleop. | 

Folsowing DeDay I had tho .pleasure of 


watching supply lines function, as Exec 


lutive Offices for QM oporntions for this 
ithoatcr. Thon came Chief of QM supply 
iplonning and later in charge of trans-~ 
portation and distribution of QM supplies, 
‘Those jobs have given mo an “Amos & Andy" 
complex making it impossible to think in 
terms of less than a shipload or train- 
load or in numbers less than a million. 
I hope some day not too far off to bo 
able to drop into the Bedayn grocery and 
say I want just one ounce of something. 
The irony of fate has now caught up 
with me. Newest job is chief of Researah 
and Development far Ql supplics. It's 
the painful job of secing whether all of 
these gadgets and new ideas which we 
developed with such enthusiasm with tho 
taxpayer's money actually work and if 
nee why not. The GI's will have rather 
firm and vigorously expressed opinions 
jon those matters and they can't be kid- 
idede Theytre thevorldts severest critics. 
| Best of luck to all my friends who are 
‘keeping alive Sicrra Club traditions, 
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LETTERS FROM EVERYWHERE 


From Pvte Jessie Alford (in New Guinea) 


This letter is a greeting to all my Sier- 


ra Club friends; and I want you to know 


that It1l attempt to answer all mail sent 


to me here. (Yodeler cannot print over- 


seas addresses, but letters for overseas - 


members will be forwarded by the Club 
officeawEd. ) | 

We are living in comfortable barracks~=-= 
with showers--on the beach. This was 
formerly a coconut plantation, and nuts 


are plentiful. The juice is rather good, 


something like soda pop, but it does not 

agree with everyone. | 
The swimming here is wonderful, which 

helps to make bearable our happy home in 


the "stockade." We live in a berbed wire 


end sheet metal enclosure that includes 
@ largish strip of beach, palm, and o= 
ceane=and nothing else. We are guarded 
at all times by numerous MP's who take 
their work very seriously. Passes are 
given only to two or more couples, sol- 
diers adequately armed, We never leave 
the area without an armed svard. But we 
have swimning dates on free afternoons, 
and there are dances in our area two 
nights a week, and movies three nights, 
Often we are invited to parties in the 
outlying camps to which we travel, well 
evuarded, in trucks, and surrounded by a 
fog of dust as soon as we get away from 
the shore (unless it is raining). 


We are just a few miles from one of the 
early beachheads, scene of heavy fighting; 


the coconut trees there are alnost all 
topless and you can see where Japs were 
tied into the trees, Almost all of the 
enemy has been chased off the island by 
now, We are safer here than at home, I 
think, as long as we dodge the Anopheles 
mosquito. We sleep under mosquito nets 
and use mosquito bombs, although proper 
drainage and oiling have removed moet of 
the winged terrors from our area. And 
I'm fast turning the fashionable yellcw 
shade of atabrine.e Atabrine does not 


prevent malaria, but it keeps you on your 
feet working even if you have the dissase 


in your system (which you don't find out 

until you stop the atabrince). 
Fugay-weazies are a picturesque lot. 

Their clothes are sensibly scanty. A 


thin belt of grass around the waist holds 


a piece of colored cloth like a wrep-ar- 
ound skirt. Shell earrings and a flower 
in the hair complete the costume except 
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| From Roland Goggin (NCDU USNATB, Fort 
| Pierce, Florida.) | 


Skis are a long way from what we are 
doing here, I recently took a week- 
long 80 mile trip through the lverglades 
in canoes. It was very interesting. 
We were allowed only two days supplies 
of "C" rations and had to forage for the 
reste Believe it or not, we ate rather 
well: turtle meat and soup, cottonmouth 
and rattlesnake meat, palm cabbage, pig 
weed, quail, grapefruit, oranges, tanger= 
ines and wild duck. At times I have 
my doubts as to whether I'm in the Navy 
or on a High Sierra trip. 

There are a hundred of us here under- 
eoing special training. We finished 
the first six weeks with the Scouts 
and Raiders and Combat Vemolition Unit. 
Mornings are spent in physical exercises 
while the afternoons are spent in 
blowing hell out of everything. We are 
at present engaged in clearing a mile of 
underwater obstacles on the Ocean front. 
We seem to be doing more to decrease 
the fish population than to eliminate 
obstacles. | 


Lt. Mildred Robinson (in New Guinea) 


We made one trip over to Naples for the 
invasion of South France, ‘We waited 
there until after the invasion sterted 
and then made two trips to South France 
and took patients off the beachheads. 
When we weren't needed any longer for 
that we took on a full load of boys at 
Naples to bring back to the States, 
To our surprise when we left Charleston 
again on Oct, 9 we learned that we were 
heading for the South Pacific, ‘Then we 
get there we will have traveled 29,000 
miles since June 18. 

We do not know what our new home port 
will be but it will be somewhere in 
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Francisco but any place in California 
will lock pretty good, 


for a grass bracelet on the upper arm 
and sometimes around the ankle. Many of 
them have bleached their hair so that 
| the lower part is black and the top 
| blond; it grows high and fuzzy on the 
head, hence the name, They run up the 
| trees as if they were walking on a 
sidewalk. Their toes are almost as 
useful as their fingers. 


| 
| Pr’ * 
| | California. I hardly dare hope for San 
| 
{ 
{ 


i 
t 
} 
4 
} 
: 


December 18, 1944 

FE ISI I ECO IOC GIGS RIOR IOI I 

2 NATURAL SCIENCE SECTION. .& 
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What Makes It t Tick? 


In considering the Natural Science ~~ 
Section, perhaps our good friendshave ~- 
asked themselves, "What mdkes ‘it tick?" - 
That it really does “tick” is evidenced’ 
by the fact that in spite of having’ only.) 
36 active members (7 of our members are 
away in the armed services), the average 
attendance at NSS events during the bast: 
year was 23. The diversity of activi- ns 
ties has attracted an ever-increasing: 
number of Club members and ‘guests, many 
of whom we hope will join the NSS, 

The curtailment of trensportation 
facilities has necessarily limited the - 
scope of our field trips; yét not always 
are "the farthest pastures the. breenost", 
for Marin County and the Hast Bay hills 
have yielded splendia. opportunities for’ 
the study of plants' and flowers, trees, 
shrubs, mosses, geological formations, 
bird’'and animal life. For instance, can. 
anyone forget the entrancing beauty of: 
the floweradecked | hillsides on: that 
memorable trip on: which Violet Jencks 
led us to Portuguese Flat. last April?-- 
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\Chuckefull of worthwhile articles is 
{the December issue of Appalachia, just 
arrived at the Club Jibrerys ce 0%. jo. 
'yHidden.in the back of ‘the magazine is | 
jan item:entitled "A Practice Climb in. 


-\Galifornia® _9 by Thelma Bonney Hall. 


lt it she tells of a Sunday ‘rock climb 
‘jwith Sierra Club. members in Los. Angeles. 
‘Her concluding words are PAD EaeT Sue 
|quote-worthy: | me 
| “I was greatly intérested. in one ThA. 
After the 
various, calls back and forth to assure 
that the climber had tied his bowline. 
lana that belayer and climber were both © 
_Peady. for business, the climber then . 
"Test." “He thereupon ¢limbed 
ie step or two and fell off on the rope, 
ior in some other manner suitable to the 
Anatom’ ran a test.on the: belayer. It 


~-|peemed-.to me & thoroughly desirable 


ipractice, and one which’ our eastern 
groups might well emulate. I know that. 


' when I was holding rope and-was called 


on for a'test, the result rave me an. 
added confidence which took-all the - 


Or the wealth of tiny fungi and liverworts,Unhappiness out’ of belaying pit ioe at 
deep shagey mosses, and sturdy green ferns |than-myself people." ; 


in Steep. Ravine the day after a heavy 
rain? The thirst for a more intimate 


knowledge of such wonders of Nature is one jone on 


of the things which makes the NSS. "tick"; 
hence the brief series of informal 

botany classes given by Tom Howell. in the 
Club office last spring. 

San Francisco's parks have given us 
three interesting trips--to the Aquarium 
and the Arboretum in Golden Gate Parky 
and the Zoo at Fleishhacker. Park, © 

Bvening meetings have been devoted to 
the study of plant life zonés;. birds and 
bats; desert flowers; lligh Sierra plants 
and pictures; a wordeand=picture trip 


to Mexico; and an actual trip through the: 


Herbarium at the University of California. 
Does this brief resumé answer your. — 
question, friends? The NSS is intensely | 
interesting. Won't you join us and see 

how much joy it can: bring to’you?  ~ 
mn NSS’ CALENDAR = 
Wildflower census... 
Take 8:55 Mill Valley’ bus, -Hike through 
liuir “VYoods. Distance, 9 miles, Eleva- 
tion 1500 feet. - Fare 55¢ round trips. 
Jan, 28, Sunday: Eastbay manzanitas. 


Feb, 16, Friday: Evening meeting, 360 


Jane 7, Sundays 


pepe 


This 
number, 


issue.of Appalachia goneaihd = 
of.-excellent a articles, including 
the art and technique of walking, 
I, Beekett floworth. Clothing, 
knapsack, diet, rest, speed m= 
ali these end many other matters are. 
considered. 

| Fred, Beckev., coe Wren iW wea 
itroops, at Canp Swift, Texas, contributes. 


[by Dr. 


jen article on new sumai ts. in the 
|Picket Range. 


He relates his.and his : 
brother's experiences in conquering un= _ 
lclimbed peaks in the northern. part ap a 
Washington. . 


| Ski Illustrated for. December likewise 
‘lis crowded with articles of interest 


to Sierrans, Among these are "Estimating 
the Snow Crop," by the general manager 
jand: chief engineer of the Los Angeles 
Department of Vater: and Power; ‘Why 


{Broken Legs?" by Erling Strom, 8. 


Norwegian skier who thinks heel pressure 
has a lot to do with the subject, and 

{" Up=ski" » a story by Vivian Breck con- 
cerning the Sede i tilavoidbaa tow. -? 


Mills Towers (There will be no evening: 
meeting in. January. ) 
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MORE LETTERS FROM EVERYWHERE 


Prd Capts Al Al Ger Gerould (in Germany?) From Capt. Stewart Kimball fell Wilbce) 


You will be glad | to hear that the troops,| This morning we looked out of the window 
at least as far down as regimental level,j and saw a fresh snowfall covering the 
manage to live in reasonable comfort, roofs, trees, and ground. It was the 
I and my little band of interrogators . {first fall of the season, The mud and 
have a nice house. It lacks a rcof, to |filth of the manure piles were merciful- 
be sure, but so long as it doesn't rain |ly hidden and the softly fallen snow had 
itis perfeotiy comfortable. At least | settled on the bare twigs of the apple 
we have a: couple of good stoves, I - trees, cutlining them’in intricate trac- 
spent the morning with my feet up on one See Unfortunately, this afternoon it 
of them reading "No Life for a Lady" and has warmed up again. | 
drinking rag a vermouth (try ite-itts | We are living et the present in a typ- 
goods). fly prisoner ditchedigging de- ical French village. The houses are con~ 
tail ran Ah a 20=liter carboy of the tinuous along both sides of the street, 
stuff while digging a garbage trench, | set well back from the road, each with © 
One of the beauties of being regimental jits manure pile in front. 
interrogator is that when there are no © I have never seen so many types of 
prisoners there is absolutely nothing to |draft animals as the French peasant 
do-but maintain life. The corresponding |uses. Possibly it is due to the fact , 
drawback is that prisoners always arrive |that there is a shortage of horses, but | 
during mealtime or in the middle of the iI have seen cows, steers, and oxen hare 
night--or so it seems. nessed along with horses. It is a 

I had quite a trek across Holland one strange sight to see a cow pulling a 
day last week. It is remarkable how | |wagon through the streets. 
peaceful things look there now, In the in the little village I am now in, we 
area I went through the only evidence of |share a house with a French officer. We 
the war that passed last fall was an oce |are the most democratic of all armies; 
casional bridge out and of course the there is a difference between officers 
military traffic all over the roads. jand men, but not much. Possibly you 
The people of liberated Holland were on |have read the gripes of the men about 
rather short rations when we first came jthe distinctions and officer privilege, 
because the Germans had packed off all but you ought to see the French, 
the food when they left, but I notice About two woekre ago I had the good for- 
that the meat markets and grocery stores |tune to visit Rheims. Of course the | 
begin to look redsonably well stocked highlight of the trip was the Cathedral. 
now. One still notices, though, sevi-~ It is impossible to describe it, but I 
dences of how short the Dutch are in was awed by its beauty. The character- 
other lines of consumers’ goods in the istic which impressed me most was its 
number of shop windows that are decorate {simplicity of architecture with an a- 
ed solely with a picture of the Queen bundance of detail, I also visited the 
or of Juliana and her husband. champagne caverns where that delicious 
. | wine is made and aged, this being the 
center of the champagne district. We 
bought many bottles and later had quite 
a party. I have decided that champagne 


From Jerome H, Parrish (ir india) 

This piace is so hard to find that even 
air mail takes a long time reaching use [is the ideal drink, 

I do as little hiking here as possible, Coming back I passed through the Marne 


but wish that I were hiking along the \Valley (peculiarly and fortunately it 
trails with the Sierra Club, _ ,, {Was a clear and beautiful day), where 
Before the war I carried a mail man's |ine forests are now yellow and rust qcl- 


pouch during the week and a Sierra ored and wonderfully set off against the 
Club pack on Sundays, but the Army pack Jorgen fieldse 


is the most uncomfortable of the three. 

It always has a buckle in the wrong eedesedederedendendeddendedddeideddeedes 
place that digs in and can cause a lot FOR SALE: a pair of 7-foot skis, 

of trouble on a long hike. (Robinson~ 18 } mahogany finished hickory with 
Leonard-Nilsson, Ince: ? ?.? .=Hd.) . » Kandahar, (cable type) bindings, and 

I am thankful I do not have to do much: |¥ chrome finish poles. Boots, too, 53. 


‘ és | 2: 6 
Army marching on my flat. feet We paste Borris, AY a0ee (sols Meee 
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‘LOMA PRIETA PRATIN'S 
Oh, What a Christmas Party! With ante 


Gravie - frontal expanse of feathered ave 
oirdupcis, a red=suited Santa Claus are 
rived Saturday night, the 16th, at the © 
Mayfield Library with two sacks of toys 
for the 70-odd LFewans and a voice under 
the whiskers sounding amazingly like 
Charlie Stone. | 

But that wasn't all--first, Liukeaveie 
Xmas Carols led by Catherine "Reed then 
a general: report on members in the Serv- 
ice called for by Chairman Helen Wunder- 
lich; the showing of the Club's movie, 
"SkyeLand Trails of the Kings;" a lovely 
tango solo by Anna Maries; a first-class 
mellerdremmer of the Kingdom Stomachivus 5 
a series of mixer and brain«teasing games 
ewand all followed by Harvey Dowling and 
his music for John Paul Joneses, etc. and 
hot pumpkin and apple pie, punch 
fee, of which there were even secondst 

Our vote of thanks goes to the Enter- 
tainment Committee for their bang-up jobe 
When we left at 12:45, they were still 
hard at work Fastor ine order vo the cha-= 
otic hall, 


By the way, we hear that Bleanor John- 
sonts trip of December 10 to Haskins Ranch 
was bounding with mistletoe. seg you 
weren't there? | } 


Also, we hear that Helen Wunderlich's ei.) 
on Daceabar 3 to Summit Rock disclosed a 
new route over fine Hubbell terrain and 
that Harvey Dowling, Frank Sewell, and 
Charles Wood reached SumnLt Rocks by a new 
route. 

a on ae 
Merry Xmas to all, and to ail a good hike 
In the year ‘45 with the gangs we all like 


“TABER FEATURED IN UNIQUE PROGRAM 


A special Thanksgiving meeting was held 
in the San Francises Opera House on Noe . 
vember 30 to welcome home Lt. Robin Ta- 
ber, first San Franciscan to be repatri- 
ated from German priscn camp. Son of Si- 
errans Louise and Loren Taber, the Air © 
Forco lieutenant was navigator of a Fly= 
ing Fortress shot down’ over Gelsonicir- 
chon in August, 1945, ° 

For an audience consisting 1AeeSiy of 
the Fellowship of Relatives of War Pris-— 
oners, Lt. Taber related in interesting - 
--and humorously expressed--detail. his 
experiences and daily routine in Stalag-. 
luft #3, where he was Director of Cur- 
riculum in the Prison Camp. 
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aNd Maeda | Ih 
~ AND MORE MORE 
From Sgt. Malcolm G.-Smith (now in France) 


My stay in England. was rather short, but 
I saw some of the country Pecwecouland 
to the English Channel. It seemed very - 
attractive, and with its grassy hills 
sparsely covered with oaks and other 
trees reminded me of the coastal part of 
California (in April). I did not zet to 
London, but did see Manchester and Liver- 
pool. 

We. have covered a good deal of ground 
in France and I saw some of the devastate 
e&é cities of Normandy. We stayed for a 
while at a beautiful chateau built in 
1742 and still used by its owners, a 
duke and duchess. It was in perfect 


; condition, and I enjoyed its exquisitely 


paneled rooms and fine paintings, many 
from the 18th century. It was sur- 
rounded by fine gardens and had a lovely 
view out over wooded country to a valley 
below-«hence the name, Chateau St. Jean 
de Beauregard. The owners could speak 
good English, so IJ enjoyed talking with 
them. More recently I have had several 
dinners with a family in the small town 
in which we are stationed, and my French - 
has been put to quite a strain. We are 
living in former German barracks which 
are very comfortable with a hot water 
‘heating system. The town we are in is 
built at the edge of a steep drop into 


‘a-valley, so has some striking views 
| logaking up or down, 


The two churches 
were flattened during the last war but | 
were restored by the country as historic- 
al monuments and they dominate every view. 

t have had several trips to Paris, . 
naturally quite a thrill to one who has 
studied architecture. It is a magnifi- 
cent city, and autumn coloring of the 
horsechestnuts and the plane trees added 
much to its charm. 

I went to the Jardin des Blane 


which seems well supplied with plants 


from all over the world including 
California. One of the curiosities was 
the first Robinia frown in Europe from an 
American seed sown in 1661. I .find 

these trees to be by far the commonest 
American tree grown in Europe. , 

It has not been-very cold as yet, but — 
the short damp days have restricted out- 
door activities, so I have, recently — | 
worked up some water color sketches I. 
made in Englend and this hdr atte 
CA): IONE O@E DOCK POCQOOGE XE. CCOCEl CMe 2 GO CG 
@ HAVE fray eee THE ao eh BANK ‘YET? @ 


Number 21, Page 8 


oe a rm 
\, 

| | 5 i 

‘ at eu es 


NS 


ee Ty I te «| 


BIG CHRISTMAS PARTY SCORES SUCCESS | 


It looks as though Bay Chapter Sierrans 
know a good thing when they see it. At 
least, last Saturday night's crowd of a» 
bout 260 (just double last year's attend- 
ance) had come for a good time--and they 
got it. 

With the evergreen-decorated mansion of 
the Hamlin School providing a beautiful 
background and the tordiail, greetings of 
Committee members setting te friendly ate 
mosphere, guests enjoyed preeprogram vis- 
iting and dancing to recorded music, 

Then began the parade of chairs and the 
crowd settled down to enjoy such varied 
features as a reading by Geneve Shaffer, 
a discertation on “Stars” by Cecil Earle, 

’ 


and a program of numbers by Louise Andre's 
elaborately costumed "Dancing China Dolls'! 


Surprise even to the Committee that was 
planning surprises was the appearance of 
Dave Stearns, home from Africa for the 


holidays, and Dave was kind enough to sing 


two songs appropriate to the season, 

A lively orchestra played for the dan- 
cing following the program, and guests 
enjoyed delicious refreshments served in 
a window«walled room overlooking the Gol 
den Gates 
Snake Story (cont. from pe 2) 
killed me with antivenin, I am very sen» 
sitive to the stuff and the small dose I 
got really packed a wallop. I had hives 
from head to toe and was sick and sore, 
Moral: don't ever let Army medics catch 
you treating yourself for snake bite} 
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NOT MANY ON HAND FOR CAMP HANDY 
After a strenuous Christmas Party, ten 
hardies arose at a very early hour te 
lcatch the 9:40 Fairfax bus. Marty Cronin 
p-siightly a hazeeeled the group up 
ehind the stable to Bon Tempe Meadow. 
The return to Ross was highlighted by 
tthe entire gang trying to find mistletoe 
for the Christmas season (intentions 
strictly honorable$), and with admirers 
bine to keep their hands off the bright 


red Toyon and Madrone berries. --AEG | 


THANKSGIVING DINNER GREATLY ENJOYED 
Plenty of turkey with all the trimmin's 
land much good fellowship were enjoyed by 
ithe 57 who gathered. at the Bellevue Hotel 
ito share their Thanksgiving cheer, Tab 
jles were beautifully decorated with great 
branches of yellow berries sent fyom the 
Santa Cruz mountains by Phyrne Lorenz. 

Cy Washburn, inimitable MC, had Evelyn 

umpf and Marty Cronin as his capable 
helpers, The Bellevue did itself proud, 
serving a huge and delectable meal in a 
nti Coins private rcom, - : 

Singing, recitations, self-identifica- 
tion (we are indeed a cosmopolitan 
group’), end the raffling of six little 

merican flags in pretty standards oc- 
Later the Roy 
Criteses showed their Kodachrome movies 
jof Hawaii, and the Lionel Mawbys brought 
their fine photographic records of Harv- 
est Camp, the 1941 High Trip, and other — 
delightful scenos. Altogether, the oc- 
icasion was voted “one of the nicest."--EC 


